words she learned were " you lie/' which Mr. Pepys heard
her address to her husband when he said that she was preg-
nant. His Majesty was so delighted with her proficiency
that he had her repeat after him as her next lesson, "* Con-
fess and be hanged." Nevertheless, it was observed that the
Queen spent rather too much time at her devotions and
did not sufficiently enter into the gayety of the place. For
the first fault she was scorned by the Puritanical; for the
second she was mocked by the court.

Charles was not speaking of Barbara at this time because
she was not there. Not even her charms could overcome
the facility with which his Majesty neglected the absent.
She had remained in London to be delivered of Charles* son,
Charles Fitzroy, later created Duke of Southampton, but
as soon as she could travel, she came to claim her promised
place at court. Charles hated to quarrel with her, for she
had a violent temper, a biting tongue and a gift for the
sort of scene that made the King most unhappy. Anyway,
he thought, it would be well to impress his will upon his
wife at the outset of their married life.

He began with a good-humoured insistence that Lady
Castlemaine receive her appointment. Catherine was stub-
born, even after Charles laid aside his good humour. The
whole court split into factions, both of which enjoyed
themselves immensely exchanging gossip about the progress
of the royal quarrel. Barbara's friends, who were also his,
reminded Charles that his grandfather, Henry of Navarre,
had given his mistresses great positions at court. Older,
more restrained men like Clarendon lectured him on the
sin of introducing an " infamous " woman into his wife's
pure society. Charles resented nothing but the word " in-
famous." A King's mistress, he told the outraged Chancel-
lor, ranked in any society, no matter how respectable,